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that the view-point in this case does affect the treatment
of the subject-matter that has determined its inclusion.
The statement, however, that scientific induction is the
only conceivable method which can do justice to the facts
of the mental life is the very statement we are bent on
disputing. Scientific Induction is a method born of the
needs of the physical sciences, a method which aims at
unifying the phenomena of a science within an organised
system of laws of an essentially hypothetical character ;
it is in short a method that expresses not the necessary
mode of activity of mind as such in the presence of a
given subject-matter but its mode of procedure when
treating this subject-matter from the point of view of the
external observer whether in sense-perception or in
introspection. For when we say that the point of view
from which the experient considers his own immediate
experience fundamentally determines the way in which
that experience shall be treated, we have not mere
Introspection, as such, in mind. Introspection, as the
name implies, is no doubt a psychological point of view, a
form of observation, and not, as it is often loosely called
a " source" or a " method," but the method adopted in
Introspection, may as assuredly be that of scientific
induction as is the method adopted in Comparative
Psychology. The point of view of the experient is in fact
not to be identified with that of the inner spectator in
Introspection, but is the point of view of one who,
approaching his subject-matter from the inside, does not
pass from disconnected data to uniformities that combine
them, from the ceaseless flux of conscious states to the
laws by which it is ordered, but from the very outset
starts -with the unities of mind, and from the vital
interests and aims which express them. For the
experient the real fundamentals are not fact and law but
appetite and its satisfaction, or more specifically, to use
Dr. Stout's own expression," the self-realisation of conscious
purpose." In a word it is the essentially vital point of
view. Let me give an illustration which I trust will not
be pressed too far. The participators in an orchestral